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Accepting and Living Our Seasons of Change 
Autumn arrived officially on September 22nd. However, that date was followed by an 

άǳƴǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭέ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǘǊŜŀƪ ŀǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅΣ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
Nevertheless, summer has had to relinquish its tenure and the transition to autumn has officially 
taken place. It seems that seasons are a little out of kilter in recent years. It is as if they are 
resisting the transitions mandated by the natural flow of creation.  

In the same way, we humans resist seasonal transitions too. For our lives are a series of 
seasons for which relinquishing one for the next may be neither comfortable or desirable. 
9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ όоΥмΣ bw{±ύΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀlly for the 
Church. We experience good seasons and bad seasons; seasons of laughter and seasons of 
mourning; seasons of gathering and seasons of releasing; seasons of growth and seasons of 
stagnation; seasons of sorrow and seasons of joy. The Church is in the throes of a seasonal 
change; not by choice, but by virtue of the natural ebbs and flows of life. Numbers of 
parishioners have been declining for decades and it is incumbent upon us as Christians to call 
upon the creative power of God to enable us to reverse the trend and rebuild. 

WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
religious, social, political, financial nature of the world around us. The questions are whether we 
will relinquish some comfort, human tradition aƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
command, and how and at what cost will we justify failing if we refuse? 

Over a year ago, FUMC-Wayne participated in the Vital Church Initiative (VCI) during 
which the ministry was assessed to determine what is needed to maintain life and restore 
viability. The result of the assessment was a list of prescriptions to be fulfilled. FUMC-Wayne 
voted to accept the prescriptions. That agreementτour word, is a covenant before God and it is 
now time to pick up the gauntlet and fulfill it. Delivering on the prescriptions will require some 
changes, many of which are yet to be determined. 

Most of us participate in this ministry because we are comfortable in our tenure here. 
/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛn the status quo. Change is often difficult, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƳŜ ŀǎƪΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚέ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ƨƻurney 
is all about. That may mean relinquishing such comforts as a few personal preferences, age-old traditions, and even the 
comfort of doing some of the things we have always done, the way we have always done them or doing something new. 
The prescriptions will enable us to blend the old with the new and remain viable as we make disciples. So, I encourage 
everyone to join together to fulfill the covenant that was made when the prescriptions were agreed upon last year.  

Accordingly, we must spend prayer time before God to seek the willingness work together collaboratively and 
courteously. Pray also for the ability to stay actively engaged if we do not agree with every change. Kingdom-building 
will not work if we take our marbles/jacks/baseball cards and go home when we disagree with someone or something. 
When the eternal lives of future disciples are at stake, we work through things in the spirit of koinonia (Christian 
fellowship, communion, unity).  

We are living out and through a season of change. Stay encouraged! Show up! Show love! Show unity! Make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 
 
Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Marva 
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                                COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS  
I will bless them and the places surrounding my hill. I will send down 
showers in season; there will be showers of blessing. The trees of the 
field will yield their fruit and the ground will yield its crops; the people 
will be secure in their land. They will know that I am the Lord. Ezekiel 
34:26-27 
  

God has blessed us so much it seems as though we take Him 
for granted and don't recognize his many blessings. Count 
your blessings is excellent counsel but we must start by 
asking God to open our eyes to see our possessions in Christ. 
We must begin by recognizing all that we have in Christ. That 
will change our entire perspective and enable us to praise God for what we already have.  
 
Today we Christians sometimes spend a great deal of time and effort vainly looking for 
blessings that have already been given to us. We pray for God's light, although He has already 
supplied light in abundance through His Word. Our need is to follow the light we already have. 
We pray for strength, although His Word tells us we can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us. (Phil. 4:13) We pray for more love, although Paul says that God's own love is 
already poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). We pray for more 
grace, although the Lord says the grace He has already given is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9). We pray 
for peace, although the Lord has given us His own peace, "which surpasses all comprehension" 
(Phil. 4:7).  
 
We should continue to pray for such blessings if the tone of the prayer is one of seeking the 
grace to get more of what is already given, rather than one of pleading for something we think 
is scarcely available.                                                                       
 
άΧblessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it." Luke 11:28.  
 
άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǊŜǎǘΣ L ƛƴ Ƴy Savior am happy and blestέ ¦aI осф  
 

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy! Philip. 1:4                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Red Miller 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

  

For the past 25 years Samaritanôs Purse has been collecting shoe 

boxes filled with gifts and delivering to children in need around the 

world.  Each box is an opportunity for a boy or girl to experience 

the love of God in a tangible way and hear the gospel. 

Many boys and girls who receive shoe box gifts also enroll in the 

follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Journey, where they 

learn to follow Christ and share Him with others. 

The boxes well be available in fellowship hall on Sunday, 

November 14th, 21st & 28th. 

We have new and improved sturdier boxes.  I have all the 

information needed to help you fill a box or two.  Boxes need to be 

returned by November 4th. 

Remember the most important thing you can put into a shoe box is 

your prayer. 

Thank you for joining in this ministry. 

        Jan Podgers 

Matthew 19:14  ñLet the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as theseò 

http://goldintheclouds-faith.blogspot.com/2010_11_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Coffee Hour 
NOVEMBER  4, 2018 Jeff Dean in honor of Marlene Dean-Doranôs 80th 

Birthday    

NOVEMBER  11, 2018 Mayloneôs in honor of Sally Nitzel & Felicity Stevens 

Birthdays 

NOVEMBER  18, 2018 The Jacksonôs Family   

NOVEMBER  25, 2018 Open 

         

******************************************************** ****  

  Lay reader for the month of November is Wade Cupps 

************************************************************  
 

 

 ALTAR FLOWERS 
NOVEMBER  4,  2018   Nancy Decker in honor of Ilene Saunders     

NOVEMBER  11, 2018 Mayloneôs in honor of Sally Nitzel & Felicity 

Stevens Birthdays 

NOVEMBER  18, 2018 Jeff Dean in honor of Marlene Dean-Dorans 80th 

Birthday    

NOVEMBER  25, 2018 John, Sandy & Johnny Ofiara in memory of 

Norman Johnson        
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NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS : 

 

   NOVEMBER  2nd  Curtis Jackson    
   NOVEMBER  3rd  Marlene Dean-Doran  

        John Ofiara      
   NOVEMBER 5 th  Jane Jackson 

   NOVEMBER  6th  Ray Shaffer 

   NOVEMBER  8th  Sally Nitzel 

        Virginia Medlyn  

NOVEMBER  9th  Faye Langford   

NOVEMBER  11th  Sarah Boiteux 

NOVEMBER  12th  Carlos Sadler  

NOVEMBER  14th  Aaron Scott 

NOVEMBER  17th  Barbara Wilbanks  

NOVEMBER  26th  Patrick Johnson 

     Ilene Saunders 

NOVEMBER  28th  Marlene Pedlow 

NOVEMBER  29th  Helen Ologo 

 

 

 **********************************************************  

  

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

http://lovebooks-bookreviews.blogspot.com/2013/02/birthday-bash-day-9-guest-blogger.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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September 2018 Mission Update 

 

A BIG thank you to all who contributed to the September Mission, ñCoats for the Community.ò I 

have already dropped off 16 warm coats to MiMoz Clothes, and I just received another 14 coats 

for the cause. So, a total of 30 coats were donated, and 1 pair of snow pants. Some items were 

gleaned from the fall rummage sale.  Also, funds in the amount of $ 110.00 will be given to their 

non-profit organization to assist them in providing more essential clothing to Wayne-Westland 

students. 

 

Additionally, Ginger Cook put together a winter survival kit for men that includes a coat, gloves, 

rain poncho and boots. She will hand the kits out when she sees someone in need. A special thanks 

to Lois Mathe for her contributions to this project. 

 

Together, we make a difference in this community! 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women Annual Meeting Report 

 

On Saturday, October 13, Shirleen Curtis and I attended the Annual Meeting of the United 

Methodist Women of the Detroit Renaissance District at Trenton Faith Methodist Church. The 

Rev. Jill Zundell gave an inspiring and stirring message to us. Her message was entitled, ñThe 

Least of These.ò As women, if you are angry about an injustice or social issue, channel that 

anger into a passion to try to change it. Something to think and pray abouté. 

 

Items of note: Our group met all the requirements to be awarded a 5 star unit, by making 

monetary contributions in the five channels of giving in U.M.W. Our unit, even though we are 

declining in age, health and numbers, still met 22 of the Mission Objectives, and we qualified as 

a Faith, Hope and Joy unit.  We also had one 5 star women, Jeannine Klay, who again faithfully 

met those requirements.  The group asked each unit to donate diapers, wipes and training pants 

for a selected recipients (one each in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb county). Over 4,000 diapers 

were collected. Wow! There is power and strength when we come together. Thanks be to God! 

 

Submitted by Linda Maylone 
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Christmas Boutique 

Located in the Parlor 
The boutique will be open on Sunday, November 18th, 25th, and  

December 2nd,  9th, 16th  after the worship service.  You can 

support United Methodist Women Missions, the church and do 

some shopping at the Boutique.  We have lovely crafts, 

needlework, Rada Cutlery, Christmas Décor and many other items. 

 

 Why not get your coffee and then come and browse? 

 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 United Methodist Women 
 

 

 

 

http://wiki.fablab.is/wiki/Arnar
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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