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I n this monthés | etter, as we conclude Toprométe rep
want to tell you about the work of the Vital Church Initiative (VCI). Elsewhere in this Christian
newsletter is an update about our work and information about two events for the discipleship and
congregation coming up this month, a prayer vigil on the evening before Easter and a fellowship in the
one-day retreat two weeks after that. I hop . e a
. _ _ congregation and
| advocated strongly for our church to take part in VCI last summer. Without serious community
self-reflection, and a renewed spirit for ministry in our congregation, we will not be of use )
to Goddéds mission very much | onger. We may Published by o k
and tend to the needs of our members for a while, but we are running out of the people THE FIRST
resources needed to reach out effectively and make disciples of Christ for the UNITED
transformation of the world. METHODIST
Part of the truth is that worship attendance at this congregation has been shrinking CHURCH OF
steadily for almost fifty years. | recently reviewed attendance records going back to 1970, WayneWestland
tracking at five year intervals and all but one of those intervals showed a decline, from 288
in 1970 to 79 in 2015. The congregation contributes to ministries of the Annual
Conference and the larger Church only through funds made available in bequests rather
than our regular i ncome. FUMC cannot affo t he
the appointment of myself and of my predecessor was determined as much by the
availability of health insurance from other sources as it was by any missional need Pastor
expressed by the Staff-Parish Relations Committee. The signs of serious decline and Carter Cortelyou
ministry struggle are unmistakable. We ignore them at our own peril. 3 Town Square
Meanwhile, the mission of the church remains critical to our discipleship. To know Wayne, MI 48184
God, to accept Christ, to be led by the spirit is to be in mission. We cannot claim to follow
Jesus and ignore his commandment to love one another or his commission to go and Telephone
make disciples. These are not suggestions or options for those who love Jesus, but 734721-4801
essential acts of mercy that have the power to change the world. That is why The United
Methodist Church has identified its mission as making disciples of Christ for the
transformation of the world and further identified the local church, like First United
Methodist Church of Wayne-Westland, to be the primary agent of this mission. The heart of ministry does
not reside in the Annual Conference, or denominational offices, but in the hands and feet of the local
church, extended in its global reach by the ways we work together with other congregations.
The struggle for a rebirth of ministry is a spiritual struggle. That is why we are gathering for prayerful
focus on the day before Easter, that we might work toward a resurrection of ministry. The yearning for
vision to drive us is a search for insight. That is why we are taking retreat together on April 29, that we
might be guided by discussion and insight toward principles that can sustain us in ministry and mission in
our community as God calls us forth to serve. | hope you will take part in these events either directly or
with your prayerful support as we continue to work toward a rebirth of ministryinGoddé s name and i n oLl

community.



Vital Church Initiative Update

The Vital Church Initiative is a process of
renewal for bringing health, vitality, fruitfulness
and missional drive to First UMC of Wayne
Westland. VCI offers our pastor and
congregation a better future bgroviding hope
to leaders who have lost their outward focus.
VCI prepares us for systemic change that will
SyrotS G4KSY G42 2y0S
reach out to new people with the Good News.
The overarching expectations are to be:

w ChristCentered
w Fuitful

w Accountable

w Collaborative

Since starting in October, the VCI away tear
has spent 24 hours in monthly meetings with si
other congregations and our facilitator/leader
Naomi Garcia. Our home team has met with us
as well at our own church. From our disssions
and readings we have come to the point of
asking the congregation to join us is developin
vision by which we can fulfill our mission as a
congregation, a mission given us by God and
affirmed by The United Methodist Churdhb,
make disciples dThrist for the transformation of
the world.

We invite you to consider participating in twc
events in April, first a prayer vigil on the evenin
before Easter, April 15, and then a retreat on tt
second Saturday after Easter, April, led by our
VCI facilitabr, Naomi Garcia. These events will
help renew our spirit as we work together for a
rebirth of ministry here at FUMCWW.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Carter

The Vital Church Initiative Away Team is:
1 Rev. Carte& Andrea Cortelyou
1 Wade Cupps
1 Linda Owulette
1 Linda Maylone
Home Team Members are
1 Paul Cook
1 Ernest Owulette
1 Doug & Irene Schoonover
I Harold Smith

Vigil for a Vision

A Prayer Event before East
5-8 pm, Saturday, 15 April

We are praying for a ministry rebirth in our
church. There seems no better time to keep a
vigil of prayer toward this vision than the
evening before the ce
resurrection.

Join us for all or for part of this vigil where we
will pray, sing, witness, and keep silence
together so that God may lead us to serve
together on behalf of the Risen Christ.

If you are unable to join us in person, you can
take part at home. If you use facebook, we
might even be able to send live video from
the event.

If you would like to offer a witness, a prayer,
or a song during this vigil, please contact
Pastor Carter.

Retreat for
Renewal

A Daylong Event after East
9:30amc¢ 4pm, Saturday,
April 29

Join us for a retreat led by our Vital Church
Initiative leader, Naomi Garcia. We are
meeting away from our church to focus on
our vision for fulfilling our mission to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

If you would care about the future of our
church, if you hold an office in the church or if
you would like to hold an office in the church,
make plans to join us this day. All are
welcome!We 61 | be happy tc
arrangements for child care and/or special
dietary needs.

Wedl |l be meeting at F
Canton, 1240 N. Beck Rd. Please contact the
church office to register.



EASTER VICTORY
But God showed his great love for us by

sending Christ to die for us while we were E{/erybady thinks (m crezy.
still sinners. And since we have been mac

right in Godbo6s Sigf%ygay/”}{pufakgfhg/ggug of Ch

he will certainly save

)
condemnation. Romans 598 7'%”9 too gmoug[y_
One Sunday late in Lent, a Sunday

School teacher decided to ask hkrss i i
what they knew about Easter. The firs Well [ dont kwows bt Christ

littl e fellow suggpsted, "Easter is s
when all the family comes together to took e /7 s . /)’ when
eat turkeyandwatch football” The he died fOI” wie on the coss

teacher suggesd that rhaps he was

thinking of Thanksgiing, not Easter.

Next, a pretty lttle girls answer said'Easter is the dawhen you come
down the stairs in the morning agdu see all the beautiful presents under
the ree."” At ths point, the teacher was fa®j very digouraged. Afer
explaning that the girl was probapthinking about Christmas, she b=d

on a lad with his hand tentagly raised in the air. Her spirits perkep as
the boy said "Easter is the tim&hen Jesus was crucified and buried.” She
felt she had gotten thugh to atleast one childuntil he added"And then

He comes out of the gve, and if He seesibl shadow w have six more
weeks of winter'

I donot t hi nk Chr i swhénsspringewdlgome,ect i o
but there was something that did bothered me as a child. Jesus was
victorious over the grave. In my young mind, however | thought, Jesus is
God and has the power to defeat death and go to the Father in heaven and

live forever. But, vin a t about me? | 6m si mply a F
have that power so where is my hope? | went to my pastor and asked that
question. The pastor sai do You donot
di d it for you. O

So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the
resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. Just as everyone dies
because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given
new life.1 Corinthians 15:21-23
Man could not defeat sin so God had to come to earth as a man to do it for us.

In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy! Philip. 1:4
Red Miller



9 Reasons tthe Kdheipch Choir A

|l 6m al ways a bit frustrated when | see articl
on the Religion News Service, entittedi Many c¢ hurache codhyainrgs. THeyr e6s w
never tell the whole story. |l tds accurate tha
choir for a more contemporary ensemble in the
with that. But what t hlerearemanycchueched iowlschtbee say i
choral art still grows and flourishes. Beyond that, there is no real discussion of what is
being forfeited in this installment of Chri st
trendy.
There is much in the article that could be addressed, but instead of offering a blow-by-
bl ow rebuttal, 106d rather take a minute to di
brings into corporate worship.
1. Choirs support good congregational singing. A solo leader singing into a
micro phone sends a message to the congregation that its role is similar to that of an
audience at a rock concert: ASing along i f vy
sloppily as you please. 0o I|I'f youbve been to c

use only commercial Christian music, you may have noticed that most often,
congregants choose not to sing at all. The amplification puts up a barrier to singing,
rather than establishing a musical current to help the congregation. On the other to
join in by lifting their voices, without overpowering them with a wall of

amplification.

2. Their visual presence is an encouragement to the congregation. I canodt t el
you how many times |1 6ve heard a worship | ead
with God, 6 and pretend that there is no one el s

that, but worship gatherings are neither the time nor the place. We are there to be
together, to worship God with each other, to be community. When there are only a

fewlead ng, i1 tdés easy to forget this, to-feel a
congregation of faces | ooking back at wus, we
webre there to be part of a very special <con

for when we join that great heavenly praise-team chorus around the very throne of
our Creator/Redeemer God, the Object of our worship. hand, a choir demonstrates

that the voice of the congregation is primary, not secondary. It encourages them
3. Choirs make a b roader repertoire available for a worship service.

With a good arrangement, choirs can sing selections from practically any

genre, from classical, to folk, to world music, to contemporary/popular


http://www.religionnews.com/2014/09/17/many-church-choirs-dying-heres/

musi c, something that justddrsihb6and oas sprbdiesd o
band.

. They can offer more difficult and complex music than is possible for the

greater congregation. Besides leading in times of corporate singing, since choirs

have the benefit of outside rehearsal time, they can offer up musical praiseson

behalf of the congregation that would otherwise not be possible. In this sense, a choir

can be a preaching and pr ay iravaatiog,toovhigh, pr oc |l a
the congregation can listen, meditate, and respond worshipfully in their hearts.

. Choirs help singers develop and improve their musical gifts. Christians are

a singing people. This is not only biblical, but is a tradition older than the faith itself.

Church choirs provide a free musical education, and help to refine the abilities of

amateur musicians who might not otherwise have the opportunity. And while in the
Grossman article, Pastor Merritt claims that
gravitate toward c¢hoi r-sighted. Muclaof themeneralpect i ve i
population has had experience singing in choir at some point in their formal

education, while many others have had other exposure to applied musical arts

through band or orchestra. This is a huge population that is ready to either sing in a

choir, or to appreciate and be encouaged by well-crafted and executed choral music.

Giving children opportunities for choral education in the local church setting further

primes congregations to be accepting and supportive of choral music.

. Participation in choir ministry can be an avenue fo r introducing

outsiders to the church and the Christian faith. |l 6ve known many, mal
people who have come into a church by way of a choral ensemble, have heard the

gospel, and have responded with committing their life to Christ. Or, as was the case

in my life, choirs can help keep people connected to the faith. | was all but ready to

leave the organized church as a teenager, but a move to a new congregation and

finding love and acceptance in the choir loft kept me engaged, and ultimately set the

stage for me to recognize my calling into vocational church work.

. The choral process reflects the mission of the universal church.

Participating in a church choir teaches Christians how to work together sacrificially

for the common good of the group, just as the church is to follow the model of our

ServantSavi or and give sacrificially for the go
. A church choir is an open, welcoming, and diverse group. Allow me to

introduce you to my favorite YouTube performer, Mr. John Daker.

Thereds nmo wwauyl ddoake it onto any praise tea

enough, young enough, or stylish enough, and his tendency toward performance



anxiety doesnodét help, either. But, you know
| 6m guessi ng hiancelsChair atiFicstdnitechMethddist Clitirch is

diligent and earnest. We already know he can match pitch (and sing in diverse

styles), and having sought out the services of Mrs. Reva Cooper Unsicker, he must be

quite teachable. For those qualities, he would be more than welcome in most church
choirs. He could sing in my choir any day, a
AAmorao too, okay?Seriously, there seems to
culture that says unless you look a certain way, dress aertain way, have the right

personality, fit into the targeted age bracket, or meet some other predetermined

Acool nesso factor, you cannot |l ead in corpor
leadership shouldre s embl e t he radical d®maeashoity of Ch
facilitates this quite well.
. They add creative artistry and beauty to a worship service. The profound
poverty of artistry and i magination found in

staggering, as is our willingness to fill our worship gatherings with christianized

versions of this stuff.

Mi chael Raiter refers to this phenomenon as
gathered worship, where ever ybothé¢hesongdt he si n
that are sung and the style of music is jug the same. Oh, the words of the songs

mi ght differ, but iIitds the same music team :
obligatory leader with the obligatory two or three singers accompanying her, the

obligatory drummer, the obligatory keyboard player and the obligatory two

guitarists. Youodre allowed some freedom in
on the resources available, but ités all ex:
ltds as i f every church has iheworsbipfor, cover b:
rather, Amusico) is determined chiefly by wl

As our fragile and fleeting human ability to create beautiful artistic expression is

such a striking example of our divingh Creat
can denounce this trend strongly enough. Oh,
automatically mean your churchés music wonot
you a greater organic palate for exploring the full capability of the human voice.

In closin g, we need to stop and think about all we are giving up when we

lose a choral presence in corporate worship. | think decreased emphasis

on choral music in church is costing us dearly in our ability to follow the

New Testament admonishment to sing and make melody in our hearts

to the Lord.



CO)NNEE

Coffee Hour

April 2nd  Andrea Cortelyou
April 9t OPEN
April 16" EASTERBREAKFAST
April 23" Doug Dillingham in hono
April 30"  OPEN
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk
COFFEE HOUR AND ALTAR FLOWERS STILL HAVE
DATES AVAILABLE. PLEASE SEE LINDA
OWULETTE.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkrk
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 30 AT 4:30P.M. Dr. Curtis Mathison
will present a farewell concert of piano and organ music. He
IS selecting a variety of music that will include some familiar
tunes. Some of the music is difficult and showy. The
offering will go for our church expenses, such as maintaining
the organ and pianos. Curt will be delighted by your
presence at this concert. See you there!
Curtis Mathison



Elrod Ron

Concert

RON ELROD, accomplished pianist, vocalist, and
composer showed aimterest in music early in
childhood. He began taking piano lessons when he
was only five years old. Even though he could not
reach the piano pedals at this young age, he wanted to play the piano more than anything. At age
fourteen, Ron started playing fahurch services. By age 17, he was playing with gospel quartets such as
The Templeaires and the Calvarymen Quartet, in the Michigan area.

Later, Ron organized the nationally recognized gospel trio, Sons of Song. With many of his own
compositions recordedn cassette and CD, Ron became a welcomed musical guest at churches
throughout the U.S. and Canada. Ron has shared the stage with sudtnawsh artists as: The
Cathedral Quartet, J.D. Sumner & The Stamps Quartet, Dottie Rambo, Bill Gaither, The Statesmen
Quartet, The Blackwood Brothers, The Oak Ridge Boys, Imperials, and Singing Canadians.

Ron attributes his longstanding musical success to his Heavenly Father for the gift of music, and to his
earthly father who constantly encouraged him to keep playind singing for the Lord. Ron's heartfelt
summary of his life so far can be summed up in this one statement: "I thank God for his mercy and
blessing on my life. Without Him, | would have no song to sing, and no reason to make music."

Ron believes that no cich gathering is too big or too small for his music... God blesses his people in
every setting. Ron Elrod continues to compose new music, and clearly presents the gospel in every
church, in every concert, and in every song.

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 5TH 2017
PotLuck Dinner, 6:30 PM
CONCERT 7:15 PM
WAYNE FIRST UNITED METHODIST
3 TOWN SQUARE WAYNE, Ml 48184



CROP WALK 2017
COME JOIN US gl
AT:First United Methodist Church JI\ c‘BE *::g‘
W \ :ﬂ! X -%
ayne ATATIME ©
WHEN: MAY 7th 2017 AToD PV CROP HUNGER WALK
REGISTRATION AT PM

What is the Crop Walk? Crop stands@mmunities Responding to
Overcome Povertand is a fund raising event sponsored by Church
World Service, better known as CWS. They are an international relief
development and refugee resettlement agency.

This paricular walk has been happeningthe first Sunday of May

for 23years and is named/ayneWestland Crop Walk Money

raised by our walk is used by CWS to provide food, clean water,
medical care, disaster relief and sbélp development efforts for

needy people througiout the world including the United States.

25% of money raised at our walk will be donatedacal

organizations St. Mary Outreach (Bolde Food Depot), Salvation Army,
Good Hope Lutheran Food Pantry and FISH.

Walk if you can, if not you can sponsor one of the walkers.

By participating in the Z22Annual WaynéWNestland Crop Walk, you
can contribue of this important ministry.

A sign up table will be in Fellowship Hall Sunday, &gfiland April
30" (see Jan Podgers).

In Mission
Jan Podgers

LORD, WHEN DID WE SEE YOU HUNGRY AND FEED YOU, OR THIRSTY
AND GIVE YOU SOMETHING TO DRINK?

Matthew 25:35



ALTAR FLOWERS
April 2nd Tim & Denise Bailey
April & Lenora Krieger
April 16" EASTER FLOWERS
April 23'  Doug Dillingham
AY K2y2NJ 2F 510803 . ANIHKRIF 2
April 3"  OPEN

kkkkkkkkhkkkkhhkhkkkkkrhhhhkkkhkrhkhkhkkrkkhkhkhkkkkrkkkhkhkkkkrkkkhkkkrhkhrrhkkhkkkrhkhkhkkkkkkrkhkhkkrxkxx

Spring flowers for the altar on Easter Sunday
areavailable.
They areg(white) lilys, (purple) hyacinth &(red) tulips.
Theprice is samas last year $.00.
Thelast ordering dateis April 2.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkxk kkkkkkhkkhkkkk **

THE LAY READER PAPRILUS:
IRENE SCHOONOVER
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkkkkk *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *%*
MAY 2017 RUMMAGE SALE NEWS
The rummageheddleed sf or May 18, 19 and 2

at 9:00 a. m. Sorting wildl be done Mon:
done on Wednesday, May 17. You are encol
May 16.

We are still Roomwi Gigaifldp ewaes délho.u smnot get

specifically for the Plus Room, we wil/

me i f you are interested in-dhdilri nigt ,t hti
]

Li nda Mayl6d#eé 39 mafy3bne @wi deopenwe s



mailto:lmaylone@wideopenwest.com

APRIL BIRTHDAYS:

April 1%
April 2
April 3

April 6"
April 10"
April 12"

April 14"

April 16"
April 18"
April 20t
April 22
April 23
April 24t
April 29th

Curtis Mathison
Brenda Quinn
Brooklyn Peterson
Stephanie Wegryn
Mary Ann Powell
Rain Gallagher
Ricky Gallagher
Jimmy Gallagher
Tricia Nault
Gordon Powell
Melissa Maylone
Ernest Owulette
Theodore Knoll- Barrette
Anita Miller

Mike Szabo

Dave Dillingham
Bob Simons

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

April 8th Ray & Donna Fox
April 12 Joe & Linda Brindley
April 24 Jeff & Tami Dean

Zach & Rachael Dunlap
April 30" Ray & Debra Kull



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
APRIL. 2017

Executive Meeting - April 10 at 6:30 p.m. in Parlor-Monday
NOTE CHANGE OF DAY & DATE

CIRCLES

CHARIS CIRCLE Monday - April 3, 2017 in Parlor
at 7:00 p.m.
We are making reusable fe,inine
hygiene hygiene products because
there is a critial need in many
places.
Leader: Linda Owulette

ESTHER/MARTHA CIRCLE Tuesday, APRIL 11 , 2017 in Parlor
at 7:00 p.m.
Program: Prayer and Self Denial
There w»ill be a collection taken
Lucille Farmer - Leader
Dessert: Gale Wilbur

LYDIA CIRCLE Thursday, april 13. 2017 in Parlor
at 10:00 a.m.
A service project to be determined

HEAVENLY CIRCLE This is our E-mail Circle. Please
contact Kim McCain,our facilitar,
at kimmiemccain@gmail.con

*****************************************************************
COME WITH US TO
LENTEN DINNER - April 5 - 6:30 p.m.
Bring dish to pass and ow~n table service
FISH DINNER - April 7 - 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

EASTER WEEK - April 9 - 16 See details in Bulletin



May Mi stsh e nMoorft h

Peace With Justice
The core visi®mnUrmift etdhi Me tnhoondtihs t Mi s
shalom (peace) vVvis@agblle vasd aadt icvoenmuu
Gener al Board of Churchisaneéenwolte it 1y
captaycit o act as a opublic policy advoc

Il n a covenant of shal om, there i s nc
obet ween peam®mabeanwe esne cluorviet yand | usti
t o ving in peace in thie mweat dt hecC
nce. I n threeiMbgnpeage, pblhleast a
h siMdg peteatesbedtnisuma Womwmesl
S be aware of the goal of keepi

year, children are invited to
ts, Péiaxet Heaname of the init
really conveys an I mportant m
ng with the children. Her e a

b

n
I

boolkcdhealhowtut pwaiage church ||

red @do mmémndddp OEGodo nDdr eTaunh u
Pray-lf encpeaage eyvoeurry oormen tpoe rcsroenaatl
eace. Pl ace it i n the <collection p
hilesdrbenml | etin board during the montl
Monetary donations towards this m
Thiamlkout what peace | ooks/ feels 1ike
you can be at peace with yourself an
even at church. Remembileet thleesree wihe dE
earth, and |l ed it begin with me.

2 .
P
C
3.

Shal om!
Linda Mayl one
Mi ssi on/ Witness Commi tt
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